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Dear Supervisors:

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS: LOS ANGELES COUNTY
WATERWORKS DISTRICTS

AMEND RULES 1-L-1, 1-L-2, AND 1-H-4 OF THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY
WATERWORKS DISTRICTS AND MARINA DEL REY WATER SYSTEM

RULES AND REGULATIONS
(SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS 3, 4, AND 5)

(3 VOTES)

SUBJECT

This action is to authorize the Acting Director of Public Works or his designee to amend
Rules 1-L-1, 1-L-2, and 1-H-4 of the Rules and Regulations of the Los Angeles County
Waterworks Districts and Marina del Rey Water System. The amendments would
increase the work limit that can be done by Waterworks District forces, also known as
force account work, and clarify the language that gives the Waterworks Districts sole
discretion regarding requirements for extension and placement of public water mains
that are needed for new water services.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD ACTING AS THE GOVERNING
BODY OF THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY WATERWORKS' DISTRICTS AND
MARINA DEL REY WATER SYSTEM:

1. Find that amending the Rules and Regulations of the Los Angeles County

Waterworks Districts and Marina del Rey Water System is exempt from
the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act.

"To Enrich Lives Through Effective And Caring Service"
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2. Adopt the proposed Resolutions amending Rules 1-L-1, 1-L-2, and 1-H-4

of the Rules and Regulations of the Los Angeles County Waterworks

Districts and Marina del Rey Water System to increase the force account
work limit from $15,000 to $100,000 per installation and to clarify the
Los Angeles County Waterworks Districts' discretion regarding setting
requirements for extension and placement of water meter and public water
mains for new water services.

3. Authorize the Acting Director of Public Works to annually review the Force

Account Limit every January 1 and adjust the amount by the Construction
Cost Index for the Los Angeles Region.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The purpose of this recommendation is to amend Rules 1-L-1, 1-L-2, and 1-H-4 of the
Rules and Regulations of the Los Angeles County Waterworks Districts (Districts) and
Marina del Rey Water System.

The amendments to Rules 1-L-1 and 1-L-2 would increase the work limit that can be
done by District forces (force account), which wil improve the Districts' ability to meet
customer needs by allowing District staff to perform small construction projects in a
more timely and cost-effective matter than by using private contractors.

Rule 1-H-4, as currently written, does not clearly identify the Districts' authority in the
placement of water meters for new water service. The amendment to Rule 1-H-4 gives
the District sole discretion regarding the location of new water meters and the
requirements for extensions or placement of new water mains needed to supply water
to new customers.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

The Countywide Strategic Plan directs that we provide Organizational Effectiveness
(Goal 3) and Fiscal Responsibility (Goal 4) by clarifying the Districts' discretion
regarding requirements for extension and placement of public water mains, meters, and
service connections for new water services and by allowing District forces to do smaller
Waterworks' projects more cost-effectively and provide savings to our customers.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

There will be no impact to the County General Fund.
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FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Adoption of the attached Resolutions will authorize the Acting Director of Public Works
or his designee to revise the Districts' Rules and Regulations in accordance with
Division 16, County Waterworks District Law, of the California Water Code.

Section 55333 of the California Water Code authorizes the Districts' Board, which is the
Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors, to make changes to the Rules and
Regulations.

The amendments would increase the force account work limit, which wil improve the
Districts' ability to meet customer needs and clarify the language that gives the District
sole discretion regarding requirements for extension and placement of public water
mains that are needed for new water services.

The current Force Account Limit, as stated in Rules 1-L-1 and 1-L-2 has not been raised
since 1968. Since that time, the Construction Cost Index for the Los Angeles region, as
reported in the Engineering News Record, has increased 620 percent. Due to this
escalation in the cost of water-related construction materials, equipment, and salaries,
the $15,000 limit currently prevents District crews from performing small construction
jobs that can be completed more cost-effectively by private contractors. Raising this
limit will not affect the number of capital project construction contracts the Department
of Public Works awards since these projects usually exceed $100,000. Over the last
10 years, 2 out of 41 capital project construction contracts have been less than
$100,000 (see Attachment A).

The amendment to Rule 1-H-4 would make the requirement to place water meters in
front of the served premises more definitive and would give the Districts the sole
discretion regarding requirements for extension and placement of public water mains for
new water services. This change is needed to ensure the Districts' staff can easily
access the Districts' meters and water system facilities for operation and maintenance.

The Resolutions have been approved as to form by County CounseL.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

These actions are exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA).
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Modification of Rule 1-L-1 and Rule 1-L-2 of the Rules and Regulations raises the force
account limit from $15,000 to $100,000 per installation and, therefore, is not a project
subject to the provisions of the CEQA because it can be seen with certainty that the
activity will not result in a direct or reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in
the environment in accordance with Public Resources Code, Section 21065, and State
.CEQA Guidelines, Section 15378.

Modification of Rule 1-H-4 of the Rules and Regulations clarifies the Districts' discretion
regarding setting requirements for extension and placement of public water mains for
new water services. These extensions constitute minor alterations of existing facilities
or the construction of new, small facilities pursuant to Sections 15301 (b) and 15303( d)
of the CEQA guidelines and pursuant to Section 302, Class 1 (a) and Class 3(a), of the
Environmental Document Reporting Procedures and Guidelines adopted by your Board
on November 17, 1987, and are, therefore, categorically exempt.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

The amendments would increase the force account work limit, which will improve the
Districts' ability to meet customer needs and clarify the language that gives the District
sole discretion regarding requirements for extension and placement of public water
mains that are needed for new water services.

CONCLUSION

Please return two adopted copies of this letter and two signed originals of the
Resolutions to the Department of Public Works, Waterworks Division.

WTF:DDE
AA:lr

Attachments (2)

c: County Counsel

061008 PW_#13 (Waterworks Districts).doc
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RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE  
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING THE AMENDMENT OF 
RULE 1-L-1 AND RULE 1-L-2 OF THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY WATERWORKS 

DISTRICTS RULES AND REGULATIONS 
 
 

WHEREAS, the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors (hereinafter referred 
to as BOARD) is the governing body of the Los Angeles County Waterworks Districts 
(hereinafter referred to as DISTRICTS); and 
 

WHEREAS, Section 55333 of the California Water Code states that the 
DISTRICTS "may adopt and enforce all rules, regulations, and ordinances which may 
be necessary and proper for: (a) the administration and government of the district,…"; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, the BOARD has adopted Rules and Regulations for the Los Angeles 
County Waterworks Districts (hereinafter referred to as RULES AND REGULATIONS); 
and 
 

WHEREAS, the current force account limit of $15,000 has not been raised since 
1968; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Construction Cost Index for the Los Angeles Region as reported 
in the Engineering News Record has increased 620 percent since 1968; and 
 

WHEREAS, Section 20606 of the California Public Contracting Code permits the 
County to do unlimited force account work for DISTRICTS, including building and yard 
work, when so ordered by the BOARD; and 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDERED, that the Acting 
Director of Public Works or his designee is hereby authorized to amend Rule 1-L-1 and 
Rule 1-L-2 of the RULES AND REGULATIONS as follows: 
 
1-L-1 WORK BY DISTRICT FORCES:  The Board, pursuant to Section 55333 

20606 of the County Waterworks District Law Public Contracting Code of the 
State of California, hereby finds and determines that any item of work of 
constructing, repairing, improving, renewing, or extending District facilities 
estimated to cost less than $100,000 per installation can may be done 
performed more economically and satisfactorily by District forces  day labor, 
without letting contracts to the lowest bidder if such work in any installation is 
estimated to cost less than $15,000 the District Engineer determines that the 
work can be done more economically by District forces.  
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 To account for the effects of inflation, this limit will be adjusted on January 1 
of every year by the Construction Cost Index (CCI) for the Los Angeles 
Region as reported in the Engineering News Record and will be posted on the 
Districts' website. 

 
1-L-2 PERFORMANCE OF WORK – PURCHASE OF MATERIALS:  The Board 

authorizes the performance of any of the work described in Rule 1-L-1 by 
personnel of the District and authorizes the purchase of the materials 
necessary therefore, and the total cost for labor and materials of which is 
estimated to be less than $15,000 $100,000 for any separate installation., 
unless for special reasons it is advisable to do such work by contract. 

 
To account for the effects of inflation, this limit will be adjusted on January 1 
of every year by the Construction Cost Index (CCI) for the Los Angeles 
Region as reported in the Engineering News Record and will be posted on the 
Districts' website. 
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RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE  
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING THE AMENDMENT OF 

RULE 1-H-4 OF THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY WATERWORKS DISTRICTS  
RULES AND REGULATIONS 

 
 

WHEREAS, the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors (hereinafter referred 
to as BOARD) is the governing body of the Los Angeles County Waterworks Districts 
(hereinafter referred to as DISTRICTS); and 
 

WHEREAS, Section 55333 of the California Water Code states that the 
DISTRICTS "may adopt and enforce all rules, regulations, and ordinances which may 
be necessary and proper for: (a) the administration and government of the district,…"; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, the BOARD has adopted Rules and Regulations for the Los Angeles 
County Waterworks Districts (hereinafter referred to as RULES AND REGULATIONS); 
and 
 

WHEREAS, existing Rule 1-H-4 of the RULES AND REGULATIONS allows the 
DISTRICTS to determine water meter locations; and 
 

WHEREAS, it is the DISTRICTS' policy to waive meter location requirements 
only upon approval of the District Engineer. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDERED, that the Acting 
Director of Public Works or his designee is hereby authorized to amend Rule 1-H-4 of 
the RULES AND REGULATIONS as follows: 

 
1-H-4 DISTRICT WATER SERVICE LOCATION REQUIREMENTS:  Each premises  

will only be served by the District in a District-approved manner from a water 
meter located in the public way or easement of the District.  Service to a 
premises for which application for water service has been made will be 
provided when the premises is addressed from a public way or easement of 
the District in which the District will have a water main as of the time of 
commencement of service and either the premises has fee title frontage on 
that public way or District easement or has legal ingress-egress improved for 
vehicular access to said public way or District easement.  This requirement 
may be waived by the District Engineer when, in the opinion of the District 
Engineer, physical conditions are such that compliance would be impossible or 
would be detrimental to District operations.  

 
 The District may, as a condition of a water main being extended in a public 

way or in an easement of the District, require the owner to improve the public 
way or easement by construction of District-approved road improvements, 
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including application of road surfacing where physical conditions exist, in the 
opinion of the District Engineer, which necessitates the paving for the purpose 
of the District maintaining the water main and facilities appurtenant thereto. 

 
 Where possible, t The meter shall be located in front of the premises.  Should 

the District require, the applicant for service shall pay applicable charges and 
make arrangements with the District for extension of a water main to serve the 
frontage of the applicant's premises.  The District shall have sole discretion 
regarding requirements for extension and placement of public water mains, 
meters, and service connections that are needed for new water service. 

 
 Where any premises is served by more than one service connection and 

meter, there shall be installed, and subsequently maintained by the applicant, 
a check valve as approved by the District on each of the service connections 
except that where service connections are all located between two main line 
control valves, in which case no check valves are required. 

 
 Each meter serving a customer's premises will be considered separately for 

billing purposes and the readings of two or more meters will not be combined. 
 

In serving a Contracting Agency through more than one service connection, 
each service connection will be considered separately for billing purposes and 
the readings of the meters at two or more such service connections will not be 
combined. 
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